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Low Impact Development (LID), also referred to as Green Infrastructure (GI), is rapidly becoming the 

infrastructure standard in Texas. The trend towards the use of LID to manage stormwater began in the 

northeast several decades ago and has spread rapidly across the U.S.  Designers in the Houston area 

have adapted LID methods to apply to our unique local conditions. This presentation will focus on local 

LID projects and provide information on lessons learned from the earliest applications. 

 

Low Impact Development has been shown to be a cost effective alternative to traditional drainage design 

systems. Utilization of a decentralized LID stormwater management approach using bio-swales, rain 

gardens, constructed wetlands, permeable pavements, vegetated filter strips, and rainwater harvesting 

systems will reduce the volume, rates of flow, and pollutant loads entering our bayous.  LID stormwater 

management systems, which rely upon the natural cleansing capacity of vegetation, usually will reduce 

both capital and maintenance costs. Although LID is still relatively new to the Houston area, over a 

hundred local projects have provided us with many lessons learned including issues like specifying 

adequate erosion control, providing QA/QC during construction, required knowledge of maintenance, and 

understanding which plants thrive in these systems.  

 

 

Speaker Bios 

 

David Batts is a veteran in the exploration of how Low Impact Development can drastically impact not 

only the ecology of a development, but also the economics.  David is a co-founder of the Texas Land / 

Water Sustainability Forum, a non-profit, collaborative effort among local regulators, decision makers, and 

design professionals to explore ideas, methods, materials, and technologies related to the sustainability 

of land and water in Texas’ growing urban environments.  By working through both the non-profit and for 

a construction company that specializes in Low Impact Development design and construction, David has 

a unique perspective on how LID should be implemented from both the regulator and contractor levels. 

 

Steve Albert serves as the Principal in Sherwood Design Engineers’ Houston office. He has practiced civil 

engineering for 38 years with the past 20 years focused on the effective application of Low Impact 

Development (LID) and sustainable design techniques applied to a wide variety of projects. Steve has 

extensive experience in land and site development and stormwater management systems. Steve is the 

Sustainability Committee Chair for the Houston Branch of ASCE. He is also a member of the Steering 

Committee of the Houston Land/Water Sustainability Forum. Steve is a Professional Engineer in Texas, 

Oklahoma, and Illinois and is a Certified Floodplain Manager. He has a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering 

and a Master of Management degree.  

  


